
            What did Christ do? What is humanity’s problem?  (adapted from Oden, 434-435) 
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Then the atonement is likely to be viewed as 

Moral illumination 
and influence 

Inauguration of a 
reign of happiness 

Salvation by Christ in 
our place 

Redemption from the 
curse of sin 

The corresponding social predicament is viewed as 

Lack of education Poverty or neurosis Willful rebellion Demonic captivity 

The predicament of the psychosomatic interface centers more particularly, in each case, up on 
the: 

Ignorant mind Sensate experience Lost soul Bound will 

These theories of atonement have been principally formed in these four related complementary 
traditions: 

Pelagian-Abelardian Grotian-Arminian Augustinian-
Anselmian 

Irenaean-
Cappadocian 

Symbolic focus becomes trained upon: 

Moral example Executive clemency Sacrifice Victory 

Each is ordinarily called by its key phrase: 

Moral influence Rectoral governance Substitution Christus Victor 

Sometimes expressed by the summary term: 

Marturial Rectoral Commercial Dramatic 

The prevailing tendency is: 

Experiential-
Subjectivist 

Legal-administrative Penal-substitutional Ransom-doxological 

Each has a special locus of influence within Protestantism without denying the others: 

Liberal Arminian Calvinist Lutheran 

Key advocates of each tradition in the modern period are: 

Schleiermacher Miley Hodge Aulen 

Each motif gives resistance to some theme regarded as potentially excessive: 

Resists original sin Resists imputation Resists works-
righteousness 

Resists commercial 
metaphors 

The potential problematic issue latent in the theory: 

Pelagian optimism Legalistic synergism Predestination 
decrees 

Antinomianism 

Thematic focus: 

The subject self Moral reliability Exchange Conflict 

Primary setting: 

Intraphysic awareness Public order Transactional 
exchange 

Demonic conflict 
overcome 

Recent inheritors include: 

Unitarianism Liberation theology Neo-evangelical 
theology 

Neoclassical 
orthodoxy 


