
Patters of Recollection (and action) in the Church 

 

--------Adapted from Thomas Oden, Classic Christianity (693-694) 

 

Coetus Electorum Corpus Christi Communio Sanctorum 

Focus of Common Life 

Converstion Sacramental Life Social Action 

Discipline of regenerate 
Life 

Unity of apostolic teaching Relevant service in the world 

Religion of the heart Religion of the book Religion of the people 

Typical Historical Expressions 

Evangelical Liturgical Liberal 

Revivalism Eastern, Roman, Anglican traditions “Mainline” Protestantism 

Pietism Catholic orthodoxy Political theology 

Key Values and Achievements 

Vitality Authority Solidarity 

Inner Life Correct Doctrine Social change 

Teaching Concentration 

New birth Authoritative doctrine and 
catechetics   

Reconciling Base 
Communities 

The individual The eternal The social 

Personal regeneration Apostolic authority Social transformation 

Church and Society Correlation 

Christ against culture Christ of or above culture Christ transforming culture 

Heterodox Tendency 

Gnosticism Neoplatonic idealism Pelagian pragmatism 

Focus of Human Predicament 

Sin Heresy Injustice 

Key Mark 

Holiness Apostolicity Unity 


