
    New Histories and Theologies? 

Since the Ultramodern/”Postmodern” Era assumes that truth is whatever we want it or 

is useful to believe, and many assume language and writing are not objective, one of the 

phenomena is the rise of “new histories/theologies.”  Basically, since meaning is found in the 

individual or the community, it is assumed that creative reinterpretations are not only 

legitimate, but admirable and virtuous.   This is somewhat of a hold-over from the “modern 

chauvinism” idea, where new ideas and the like are considered much more legitimate and 

worthy than those “dead males” of the past.  Therefore, we now see the following (these are 

actual theories advanced in academic circles today): 

Feminist Theology/History 

Liberation Theology/History (holdover from Marxism) 

“Queer” Theology/History 

Freudian Theology/History 

“Weak” Theology/History (Deconstruction influenced) 

There is also process theology, secular theology, Marxist/Materialist history, Gender 

History, etc…the possibilities are endless.  Also, some have tried to view theology/history from 

a secular evolutionist lens, such as the “history of religions” idea in 19th century Germany.  In 

this way, theology evolved as man “progressed” to higher heights of enlightenment (i.e. 

modern chauvinism). 

Basically, the huge emphasis on “individual rights” and “democracy” has bred the idea 

that I can determine my own identity, interpret my world this way, and anyone who disagrees 

or doesn’t affirm this is “intolerant” or bigoted.  This idea comes from what D.A. Carson calls, 

“Cherished Pluralism,” where everything is “equal” (egalitarian democracy) and society can 

progress this way.  However, this has become the new stifling dogma (Oden). 

G.K. Chesterton, in his book, “Orthodoxy,” prophetically described such people as 

“insane.”  This is because, “The madman is not the man who has lost his reason. The madman is 

the man who has lost everything except his reason."  They lack what Chesterton calls 

“uncommon sense,” because they have divorced themselves from reality.  Instead Chesterton 

encourages us to embrace “the romance of Orthodoxy,” and the classical Christian tradition, 

because, “Tradition means giving votes to the most obscure of all classes, our ancestors. It is 

the democracy of the dead. Tradition refuses to submit to the small and arrogant oligarchy of 

those who merely happen to be walking about.”   


