


Modern Era
• Roughly 1789 (French Revolution) to 1989 

(Berlin Wall)

• Significant overlap with Premodern thought 
but gradually dominant.  

• In short, kept the conception of the world 
but removed the metaphysical or 
supernatural background.  



Modern Era

• Maintained that the universe is objective 
apart from humanity.

• Maintained the referential theory of 
language (to a point).

• Truth is still knowable.



But…

• Meaning or cause found in the natural world 
instead of above or beyond. 

• History is still linear, but the pattern is within not 
without. 

• Naturalism, restricts knowledge to what is 
observable with the five senses and deduced.  



Modern Era
• Only causes, not purposes. 

• Humanism grows (man is the center of reality and 
autonomous, not the Christian humanism of the 
Italian Renaissance). 

• The Individual becomes important than community

• Belief in Universal human “rights,” based on social-
democratic ideas.  



Modern Era
• Large emphasis on certainty and precision.

• Scientific and Technological solutions considered 
the chief solution to humanity’s problems.

• Social “progress” to an egalitarian democracy 
(social engineering, voting), governmentless
society (Libertarianism), or classless society 
(Socialism, Communism) considered the goal.      



Modern Era
• Sought an overall theory that would cover all 

things (Erickson).  

• Darwin accounts for biology.

• Freud explains behavior.

• Marx explains history as economically 
progressing towards a class-less society.



Modern Era
• Early moderns kept Christianity as a starting 

point (Descartes, Newton, Leibniz etc…)

• Braches of modern science founded by Christians 
who wished to “think God’s thoughts after him.” 
– Kepler

• The 18th century French Enlightenment (Voltaire, 
Rousseau, and others) first chief center of anti-
Christian, modernist thought.  



The 19th Century Shift
• Charles Lyell, Principles of Geology – 1833.

• Emerson, Essays – 1841.

• Marx and Engels, Communist Manifesto – 1848.

• Darwin, Origin of Species – 1859

• Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra – 1885, The 
Anti-Christ, 1888.

• Freud, Interpretation of Dreams – 1899.

In other words, “God is dead,” and now what 
should we do?



So…
• Early Modern thought was for the most part still 

friendly to the Christian worldview (i.e., Newton 
dabbling in Theology). 

• The 19th century is the focal point of a huge shift. 
(Origin of Species, 1859; The Communist 
Manifesto, 1848, Freud’s Books, 1898 and on).

• Causes big shifts in theology (“Higher criticism” 
and modernist ideology causes schisms in many 
denominations  (1880-1930 in America, 
Fundamentalist vs. Liberal controversy).    



So…
• How easily could Christians participate and 

contribute to culture?

• What do you think morals and manners were like 
for the most part?

• What do you think “secular” culture was like in 
this era? 



In America…
• Millennial Expectations.  American progress 

going to bring in the Kingdom of God.  

• “Scientific” reading of Scripture. 

• Groups such as the Millerites start expecting 
Christ’s return by setting dates.  Those who are 
disappointed or disillusioned find their way into 
Adventism, Mormonism, Jehovah's Witnesses 
etc…



In America…
• Groups that are “democratic”  and individualist in 

organization become enormously popular 
(Baptists, Methodists, Congregationalists).  

• Very strong anti-”Old World” and anti-
establishment sentiment, meaning many 
religious leaders lacked an 8th grade education. 

• A sort of civil religion closely tied into the 
“American dream” starts to form.  



Modern Chauvinism
• Probably the most common attitude found in 

non-Christian and liberal Christian circles.  

• Makes several assumptions such as;  complex is 
later, later is smarter, orthodoxy is outdated,  
humanity is getting better or at least smarter, 
and other ideas.  

• Tends to mock orthodox Christendom because of 
the latest “discovery” of “modern science.” 



Modern Chauvinism
• Leads to “Higher Criticism” that assumes the 

Biblical text is untrustworthy and has evolved.

• Has a tendency to look at previous eras as “Dark” 
or “Unenlightened.”  

• Traditional Christianity seen as an enemy of 
“progress,” and “anti-knowledge.”   



Dark Ages?
• Idea starts to become popular during the 

Enlightenment.

• Anti-Christian figures such as Voltaire, Gibbon, and 
Hume.  

• Tried to make established Christianity look as bad as 
possible

• Era considered to be one of “barbarism,” 
“ignorance,” and “darkness.”  



Dark Ages?
• This view is “astonishingly ignorant” and “malicious,” since this 

period was when “Europe made the great technological leap 
forward that put it far ahead of the rest of the world.” - Rodney 
Stark

• Gigantic leaps were made in Agriculture, Latin, the Arts, Military 
Technology, Animal Husbandry, and Jurisprudence. 

• We now refer to the Carolingian Renaissance (9th century), 
Ottonian Renaissance (10th century), the Renaissance of the 12th

century etc…

• Term rarely used by historians today, regardless of affiliation.  



Personal Info

Email:       aarondhayes@gmail.com

Web/blog: hayesworldview.wordpress.com

Powerpoint/notes will be available on website
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