


Postmodern Era

“Postmodernism…the term that 

means everything, and means 

nothing at all.”

-- J.I. Packer



Crisis of Modernity
• Modern assumptions start to be 

questioned, especially after two World 
Wars, Vietnam, Cold War, crime, ecological 
disasters, etc…  

• Are We Really Getting Better?

• Certainty of “progress” and the positive 
nature of knowledge questioned.  



Crisis of Modernity
• Disillusionment and uncertainty are key.

• Two Ways of Looking at Postmodernism:

1. A reaction to Modernism

2. Taking Modern Presuppositions to their logical 
conclusion (Oden calls this Ultramodernism, 
not true postmodernism). 



Crisis of Modernity
• Four modern assumptions are breaking down:

1. The idea that the universe is “self-contained.”

2. The basis for a modern morality and society. 

3. An optimistic view of “progress.”

4. Knowledge is inherently good.

• An opportunity for the Christian worldview?



Crisis of Modernity
Four other  modern attitudes that are collapsing:

1. Individualism

2. Narcissistic hedonism

3. Reductive naturalism (depersonalization)

4. Absolute Moral Relativism



Crisis of Modernity

“  …Gun battles between nine-year-old boys 
in ornate tennis shoes…300,000 babies 
born with drug addictions, and “family” 
entertainment filled with sex and 
violence…human freedom lost…relativist 
dogmatism.” (Oden, After 
Modernity…What?)



Postmodern (Ultramodern) Era
Radical Postmodernism includes:

1. Deconstructionism (Derrida).  The reader 
decides meaning, not the author or the 
text (reader-response).  

2. Neo-Pragmatism. Truth becomes what is 
good or useful for us to believe.

3. New History. No meaning to be 
discovered, historians are supposed to be 
creative, pluralistic, no universal truths.  



The New Dogma
• Called “Cherished Pluralism” by D.A. Carson 

(The Gagging of God).

• “Buzz words/phrases” such as “tolerance,” 
“diversity is a value,” “our strength is in our 
differences,” “multi-culturalism,” etc…

• If you disagree, you’re “bigoted,” “intolerant,” 
“medieval,” “anti-progress,” “hateful,” etc…



The Diversity Theorem

“Groups of people from anywhere in the 
world, mixed together in any numbers 
and proportions whatsoever, will 
eventually settle down as a harmonious 
society, appreciating—nay, celebrating!—
their differences... which will of course 
soon disappear entirely.”—John 
Derbyshire



Theological Chaos
• Late Modern/Ultramodern Era leads to plethora 

of bizarre and creative reinterpretations of 
Christianity. 

• You can study Feminist or Queer Theology at 
Harvard.  

• Other Theologies (also histories) include: 
Secular Theology, Liberation Theology, Narrative 
Theology, the possibilities are endless… 



Theological Chaos
• Syncretism, Pluralism, Universalism are now 

extremely popular

• “Emergent” postmoderns emphasize a 
“conversation” with no conclusions, “big tent” 
“trampoline” etc…

• Huge emphasis on “love,” which is really 
accepting another’s narcissism and sin as 
normative.  



Baseball
Premodern Theologian/Historian: “There’s balls 

and there’s strikes, and I call ‘em as the is.

Modern Theologian/Historian: “There’s balls 
there’s strikes, and I calls ‘em as I sees ‘em.”

Postmodern Umpire: “There’s balls and there’s 
strikes, and they aint’ nothin’ till I calls ‘em.”  

Adapted From Marva Dawn (Reaching Out).  



What Does God Say?
• “I am the Lord, I change not.” (Mal 3:6)

• “Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 
(Heb 13:8)

• “…stand fast, and hold the traditions which you 
were taught…by word or epistle.” (2 Thes. 2:15)

• “earnestly contend for the faith.” (Jude 1:3)

• “We demolish arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God…” (2 Cor. 10:5).  



Have We Gone Insane?
“The madman has not the man who lost his 

reason.   The madman is the man who has lost 
everything but his reason.”

“Tolerance is the virtue of the man without 
convictions.”

--G.K. Chesterton.    



So…
• Postmodernism can be difficult to define. 

• Critiques of the excesses of modernism are 
good.  

• Rejecting Truth, Language, and Historical 
Knowledge is “throwing out the baby with the 
bathwater.”

• We live in an era of cultural “decadence,” where 
everything seems to have stagnated and 
become corrupt. (Barzun, From Dawn to 
Decadence)   



So…
• How easily can Christians participate and 

contribute to culture?

• What do you think morals and manners are like 
for the most part?

• What do you think “secular” culture is like in this 
era? 





Personal Info

Email:       aarondhayes@gmail.com

Web/blog: hayesworldview.wordpress.com

Powerpoint/notes will be available on website

mailto:aarondhayes@gmail.com
http://www.hayesworldview.wordpress.com/

