


The Shift
• Since the 19th century, the West has become increasingly 

secular, democratic, individualized, and “specialized” (as 
opposed to the “renaissance man”).  

• Many churches have compromised in order to accommodate 
a culture opposed to the Christian worldview (fast-food 
Christianity, entertain me please).    

• Many Christians do not know “why they believe what they 
believe.”  

• Biblical literacy in America, and the west as a whole is at an 
all-time low. 



The Western World
• Since WWII, and especially the 1960’s, unfettered 

immigration from non-Christian lands has 
exponentially grown.  

• Led to increasing interest in Eastern and Pagan 
Religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, New Age).  Wiccans 
double in numbers every 30 months! 

• Many sociologists, politicians, historians, believe that 
western civilization will “die” because of cultural 
suicide, including in the area of demographics 
(Eurabia).  



The Western World

• In 1950 Gallup asked “Did you receive any religious 
instruction in your youth?”  Only 6 percent of Americans 
answered in the negative.  

• In 1989, 38 percent answered in the negative.  (Imagine the 
answer now?)

• The average American no longer knows that there are two 
testaments.  “Out of a 5th grade class of 30, only one could 
tell anything about the biblical figure of Moses.” (D.A. 
Carson, The Gagging of God).  



The Western Church

• As the West has continued to abandon its  Christian and 
classical heritage, the church has also entered a period of 
decline.  

• Many churches have compromised in order to accommodate 
a culture opposed to the Christian worldview.  

• Many Christians do not know “why they believe what they 
believe.”  

• Huge emphasis on a “personal” faith that can be made in 
one’s own image.  



The Western Church

• Syncretism (picking and choosing) enormously popular.  

• Pluralism (all religions are equal) and Universalism (everyone 
is saved regardless) also extremely popular.  Anything 
otherwise is “intolerant” or “bigoted” (modern chauvinism).     

• Many Christians have “compartmentalized”  their faith, 
lacking any sort of worldview outside of Sunday.  This could 
be called, “practical atheism” or the “weightlessness of God.”

• Many Christians view emphasize personal faith at the 
expense of  or in difference of practical morality.  



Secularism

“Most social scientists do not think of secularization as 
one of the societal trends that tend towards the 
abolition of religion, but as one of those that tend 
toward the marginalization of religion.” D.A Carson, 37

“By secularization we mean the process by which sectors 
of society and culture are removed from the domination 
of religious institutions and symbols.” Berger, The Sacred 
Canopy



The Western Church

1900: 27 Churches for every 10,000

1985: 12 Churches for every 10,000

2011: 8 Churches for every 10,000

2003 Harris poll: 26 of Americans attend church once a 
week or more, 9 percent at least once a month.  In other 
words, 45 percent of the population is unchurched!

From 1992-2003, attendance at a typical service dropped 
13 percent while the population grew by 9!
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The Western Church

Only 9 Percent of Christians have a complete Biblical worldview  
(Barna-2003).  

Questions for the worldview included: 
• Do absolute moral truths exist?
• Is absolute truth defined by the Bible?
• Did Jesus Christ live a sinless life?
• Is God the all-powerful and all-knowing Creator of the universe, 

and does He still rule it today?
• Is salvation a gift from God that cannot be earned?
• Is Satan real?
• Does a Christian have a responsibility to share his or her faith in 

Christ with other people?
• Is the Bible accurate in all of its teachings?



The Next Generation

• 69-94 percent of young people leave the church after 
high school (depends on survey).

• 33 percent say the church will play a part in their lives.

• Many who leave the church decide to do so in junior 
high.

• Many interested in “spiritual things” but not “Christian” 
things.  



The Next Generation

• 200 percent more likely to steal

• 225 percent more likely to be angry with life

• 300 percent more likely to abuse drugs

• 600 percent more likely to attempt suicide  

• 31 times more likely to believe cohabitation is moral

• 15 times more likely to accept homosexual behavior

• 12 times more likely to accept profanity

• 11 times more likely to say adultery is morally 
acceptable.



Confusion in the LCMS

• Many in the LCMS are at odds with the biblical, 
traditional, and official doctrines of the church.  

• 2008 Pew Religious Landscape Survey.  

• LCMS members Surveyed with other denominations 
(such as Southern Baptists, ELCA, United Methodist, 
Assemblies of God etc…).

• Asked basic worldview and moral questions.  



Confusion in the LCMS

• Belief in God: 84 percent absolutely certain, 12 percent 
fairly certain.  96 percent isn’t bad right?!?  4 percent 
Atheist/Agnostic? How is that possible?  

• Importance of religion: 66 percent very important, 28 
percent somewhat important, 6 percent not important 
at all.  Over 1/3 have difficulty making the church very 
important.  

• Attendance at Church:  33 percent say never, seldom, or 
a few times a year.  Only 41 percent say once a week or 
more.     



LCMS and Abortion

• Official Teaching: “Contrary to God's word and will and is 
not a moral option...the scriptures teach that life begins 
at conception” (extremely rare life of the mother cases 
permitted).   This is in step with Scripture and classical 
Christian tradition.   

• In 2008, 51 percent state that abortion should be legal in 
most or all cases, 45 percent illegal in most or all cases.

• How is it over half of the LCMS get this one wrong?    



LCMS and Homosexuality

• Official Teaching: “homosexual behavior is contrary to 
God’s Word and will…(and) intrinsically sinful.   Whatever 
the causes…homosexual behavior is profoundly 
unnatural…the homosexual is accountable to God for 
homosexual thoughts, words, and deeds.”   This is 
consistent with Scripture and the classical Christian 
tradition.  

• 2008 Pew Survey, 44 percent think homosexuality should 
be “accepted.”  47 percent say it should be 
“discouraged.”  How is it 44 percent get this one wrong?  







Solutions?



Personal Info

Email:       aarondhayes@gmail.com

Web/blog: hayesworldview.wordpress.com

Powerpoint/notes will be available on website

mailto:aarondhayes@gmail.com
http://www.hayesworldview.wordpress.com/

