


What is Culture?

An integrated pattern of human knowledge, 
belief, and behavior that depends upon the 
capacity for learning and transmitting knowledge 
to succeeding generations; the customary beliefs, 
social forms, and material traits of a group; the 
set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and 
practices…(Merriam Webster)  

Includes the Arts, Sciences, Tradition, Education, 
Politics, Ethics etc… 



The Questions for a Worldview

• Who are we?
• Where did we come from?
• Where are we going?
• What should we do?
• How do we know what we know (epistemology)?

A worldview answers these questions systematically, 
like building blocks.  Culture is like a “worldview in 
practice.”  



Era Review

• Premodern Era: Christ to 1789
• Modern Era: 1789 to 1989
• Postmodern Era: 1989 to present

• Lots of overlap.  

• Culture shifts with the presuppositions of the eras, 
often with a bit of a lag.  

• 19th century a “huge shift,” in virtually every 
discipline, including the arts.  



Questions to Ask…

• As Western Culture gradually shifted away from the Christian 
and Classical worldview, how has the church responded?  

• Has the church compromised its own heritage? 

• Is it possible that the church has embraced culture that is 
antithetical to the Christian worldview for the sake of 
“relevance” or “evangelism?” Pragmatism?

• What is America’s culture? 

• How are each one of us doing on this issue?    



What has been lost?

• The Premodern and early Modern West’s cultural 
history is church cultural history (also Classical).    

• Over 1800 years of Judeo-Christian cultural history.

• The Church and the Court the two primary leaders 
and supporters in arts and culture.

• The Western Christian world has abandoned much of 
this.

• This can be seen in a variety of subjects, such as 
Architecture, Music, Manners, Politics/Econmics
etc…  



Emancipation of the Artist
• Closely tied into individualism  

• Anything eventually goes as long as “the artist is true 
to himself or vision.” “I’m just expressing myself.”

• Breaking rules and “setting own path” considered a 
virtue.  

• Tradition and Religion often the enemy, unless they 
be manipulated.   

• Aesthetics, or, “taste,” eventually has similar ideas.   



Perpetual Adolescence
• Most of modern popular culture (and marketing) geared 

to the 18-29 year old demographic (sometimes even 
younger).    

• Adults become “locked in” to whatever was popular 
during their time, hence decade specific radio stations.  

• 60 year old “rebels” attending Rolling Stones Concerts.

• Adds to the “generation gap” mindset.  



Perpetual Adolescence
• “ (Rock) Music is the main interest of the young 

people. It doesn't really matter about the older 
people now because they're finished anyway.“

--George Harrison

• Since Tradition, Religion, and “family values” are 
considered the enemy of “progress,” the new artistic 
dogma is to see how shocking, perverse, or “original” 
one can be, somewhat like the “new histories” and 
“new theologies” we discussed earlier.  



Architecture 

Which Church Buildings 
Do not Belong With the 
Rest?



Architecture 

Sagene Church, Oslo, Norway



Architecture 

First Baptist Church, Providence, RI



Architecture 

Salisbury Cathedral,
England



Architecture 

Leroy Baptist Church, New York



Architecture 

Lutheran Cathedral, Helsinki, Finland



Architecture 

Pisa Cathedral, Italy



Architecture 

Kazan Cathedral, St. Petersburg



Architecture 

Abundant Living Faith Center, El Paso, Texas



Architecture 

Hagios Demetrios, Thessaloniki, 
Greece



Architecture 

Hodge Chapel, 
Beeson Divinity School, 
Alabama



Architecture 

Barclay Church, Edinburgh, Scotland



Architecture 

Grossmunster, Zurich, Switzerland



Architecture 

Church of St. Bernedette, Barlay, France



Lifeway Survey

• 1684 unchurched adults (haven’t 
attended in 6 months).

• Survey completed in April, 2008.
• Given 4 church style building pictures, 

asking for preference. 
• Winner by a 5 to 2 margin was the Gothic 

style (like the medieval cathedrals).  2nd

place neoclassical/colonial style.  
• Young people (25-34) preferred the 

traditional style even more then the old.





Manners

• Manners reflect what a culture values.

• Almost always communicated top-down in history 
(Court, Church, Family).

• “Manners have been called „little morals‟, both 
showing the respect due from one human being to 
another.  In truth, one finds that the degree of formality 
in social intercourse varies in step with other cultural 
characteristics…it matches the dogmas of the age in 
politics, psychology, and aesthetics.”-From Dawn to 
Decadence, 351



Manners
• What do you think manners were like in 16th century 

Italy? 17th century Spain? 18th century England?  

• What are they like now?

• Should Christians in today’s world have manners more 
like 18th century Vienna or 20th century Chicago?

• In reference to looser relations between the sexes in the 
1920’s (Barzun writes, “Informality had become the 

fashion and it simplified encounters; for etiquette is a 

barrier, the casual style an invitation. The soft collar, the 

short skirt, the slip-on shoe accompanied a new feeling of 

camaraderie between the sexes that encouraged meeting 

and dashing about in sports cars…” (Barzun, 734)



Manners
• Given the huge emphasis on egalitarian democracy (and 

other presuppositions of modern/postmodern culture), 
why do you think casualness and informality is so 
common? 

• How does individualism impact manners?  

• How does the “consumerist,” “fast-food” culture impact 
manners?  

• How does the lack of etiquette impact community and 
tradition?  



Music
• From Chant until the 18th century, vast majority of music 

written for the church.  Court music is next, followed by 
folk/community music.  

• Commonly Believed that Music could convey meaning 
even without words, based on Boethius, Plato, the 
Doctrine of Affections, etc…

• Considered a “craft” as much as an art, being grouped 
with arithmetic, geometry, and astronomy in the 
“quadrivium” of the seven liberal arts.  The other three 
(trivium) were Rhetoric, Grammar, and Logic.   



Music
• Huge shift in the 19th century (Berlioz, Wagner), rise 

progressive-romantic ideals.  These ideals transferred 
into “popular culture” in the 1950’s and 60’s, especially 
as “young people’s music” or “protest music.”  

• Some 20th century moderns create artificial barrier 
between “low” and “high” art, and music becomes 
increasingly scientific and inaccessible in the “classical” 
realm.  

• The Traditional Music of the church, and the classical 
tradition, considered “irrelevant,” “boring,” or “dead 
white male chauvinism” (Same with Literature).    



Gloria in Excelsis Deo
• Text that goes back to the 3rd or 4th century.  

• Set to music constantly, both on its own and as part of 
both Western and Eastern Liturgy.  

• The abandonment of the Christian and Classical heritage 
of the west can be viewed by settings of this (and a 
myriad of others) text. 

• Most common traditional use today (partial) is the carol, 
“Angels We Have Heard on High.”  



Musical Examples (Gloria)
• Chant (700-900).

• English Chant and Polyphony (1200’s)

• Guillaume de Machaut (c. 1350)

• Guillaume Dufay (c.1450)

• Josquin Des Prez (c. 1515)

• Orlando Lassus (c. 1580’s)

• Michael Praetorious (1610’s)

• Antonio Vivaldi (c. 1720’s)

• J.S. Bach (1733)

• F.J. Haydn (1802)

• Beethoven (1823) 



Language
• Use and Mastery of written and spoken word also 

reflective a society's health.

• Nearly 1/3 of America’s population is either illiterate or 
can only read at a 5th grade level.  This group grows by an 
estimated 2 million a year.  

• Princeton Review: Lincoln Douglas Debates were at a 12th

grade level; Nixon vs. Kennedy a 10th grade level; Bush vs. 
Gore, 6th-7th grade level. 



Language
“In short, today’s political rhetoric is designed to be 

comprehensible to a 10-year-old child or an adult 
with a sixth-grade reading level. It is fitted to this 
level of comprehension because most Americans 
speak, think and are entertained at this level. This is 
why serious film and theater and other serious 
artistic expression, as well as newspapers and books, 
are being pushed to the margins of American 
society.”  ---Chris Hedges, “America, the Illiterate”



Decadence
• Marked by Decay or Decline; characterized by or 

appealing to self-indulgence (Merriam Webster).  

• How has the church responded?  Has the church 
contributed positively or negatively?  

• How are we doing?   

• Where do we go from here?   



Personal Info

Email:       aarondhayes@gmail.com

Web/blog: hayesworldview.wordpress.com

Powerpoint/notes will be available on website

mailto:aarondhayes@gmail.com
http://www.hayesworldview.wordpress.com/

