


Church Movements
• With the rise of modern thought, the church has reacted 

(and still reacts) in a myriad of different ways.  

• Many of the controversies in America and the west can 
be traced to modern presuppositions (chauvinism).  

• Theological liberalism becomes a major issue, first in 
Europe, than America.  

• Conflict “comes to a head” in the late 19th century and 
early 20th in America.  



Fundamentalist vs. Modernist
• Fundamentalist vs. Modern/Liberal controversy usually 

dated to 1880-1930 in America.

• Impacts all denominations, but especially Baptists, 
Presbyterians, and Congregationalists.  

• Term “fundamentalist” at this time refers to the 
“fundamentals” of the faith, as published in the series of 
articles called “The Fundamentals.”

• A “Modernist” or Liberal” friendly to “higher criticism” 
and “wiggle room” on many doctrinal issues.    



Fundamentalist vs. Modernist
• Five Fundamentals usually defended: 

1. Virgin Birth

2. Inerrancy/Inspiration of Scripture

3. Substitutionary Atonement

4. Miracles and Life of Christ as historically factual, especially 
the bodily Resurrection. 

5. God creating ex nihlo (out of nothing), rejecting many 
facets of Darwinism.  

Liberal/Modernists tend to view these as “not completely 
necessary” or “fluid” focusing more on “social gospel” and 
Christ as “good teacher/example.”   



Fundamentalism
• Sometimes closely associated with 19th century 

revivalism.  

• Emphasis on “personal conversion experience.”

• Eventually associated with dispensational thought 
(rapture, Israel and Church separate, premillenialism
etc…). Especially popular as the west abandoned its 
Christian and classical heritage.  

• Viewed as “anti-progress” by must modernists and 
liberals.  



Fundamentalist vs. Modernist
• Eventually denominations split and many independent 

or smaller denominations arise (Independent Baptists, 
Bible Presbyterians, Free Lutherans).  

• Divisions still exist today: 

ELCA, Episcopalians, some Methodists, American 
Baptists represent the “modernist/liberal” tradition;

LCMS, WELS, SBC, ACNA, PCA represent the 
conservative/confessional/fundamentalist wing (classical 
orthodox).   



Fundamentalist Positives

• Recognizes the threat of ideas opposed to the Christian 
faith.

• Not willing to compromise on the basics of the faith.

• Affirms traditional morality and family.  

• Recognizes the importance of cultural separation when 
the world becomes less Christian.  

• High View of Scripture.  

• Emphasizes personal faith

• Provides a “community” complete with schools, 
conferences, concerts etc…  



Fundamentalist Negatives
• Non-essentials  can lumped with essentials (dispensationalism, bible 

versions, women’s dress, etc…).

• Tends to “lock in” to 19th century revivalist culture as normative for 
Christians everywhere, at expense of good stuff before and after.   

• Tends towards extreme versions of the “priesthood of all believers” at 
the expense of classical tradition, leading to multiple orthodoxies.  

• Very low view of the visible church.

• Suspicious of “high church,” leads to “liturgiphobia” and little social 
focus.  

• Can be legalistic (prohibitionist, dress codes, etc… 



Fundamentalist Moderns?
• Oden considers 20th century fundamentalism “modern,” because 

it  tends to view faith as based on “19th century historicism,” and 
that it is “preoccupied with faith’s evidence rather than faith’s 
substance.” (After Modernity…What?, 68).  

• This becomes a problem when such methods become confused 
with classical Christianity in popular thinking.  

• This has also led to groups trying to “restore” Christianity based on 
the newest research, discoveries, and trends, on personal 
“scientific” readings of the text (Mormons, JW’s, SDA, certain 
“Hebrew Roots” movements).  





Emergent Church
• Term is notoriously difficult to define.

• Closely tied into the postmodern psyche. 

• Tends to repudiate the “certainty” of modern evangelicalism and 
modernism in general.     

• Emphasizes a “conversation.”

• Often disillusioned with any sort of organized church or institution.  

• Ideas such as “narrative theology,” “deconstruction,” and “social reform” 
enormously popular.  



Emergent Church
• People associated with the movement include Brian McLaren, Rob Bell, 

Doug Paggit, Tony Jones, William Young (The Shack), Mark Driscoll 
(although he abandoned much of it) and others.  

• Heavy emphasis on “missional” living, especially in the large cities.

• Tends to focus on the “here and now” instead of “eternal salvation,” 
meaning good works and community service a primary focus.  

• Tries to recognize the positive aspects of all Christian traditions.  

• Tries to recover “ancient practices” while being “future oriented” and 
“culturally relevant.”  



Emergent Positives
• Recognizes the individualism of certain types of evangelicalism, and tries 

to remedy it.

• Recognizes (at times) the value of the classical Christian tradition, 
especially in orthopraxy (right practice).  At its best, recognizes “mere 
Christianity” over sectarianism.  

• Realizes the importance of presuppositions and context when it comes 
to interpretation.

• Tries to recover older spirituality (monasticism, contemplative prayer,  
fasting etc…) as a solution to modern consumerism, materialism, and 
hedonism. 

• Missional outlook to help transform community.       



Emergent Negatives
• Still commits modern chauvinism in the name of “love” or “inclusion” at 

the expense of classical Christianity (especially  on morality).    

• Tends to get caught up in ultramodern/postmodern ideals when it 
comes to science, history, and social/family issues.  

• Offers “conversations” but no solutions or conclusions.  

• Acts as if orthodoxy cannot be known. 

• Compromises with anti-Christian culture for the sake of being “relevant.” 

• Contextualization of text and culture considered a means in itself, with 
very little truth to be found.   



Emergent Negatives
“In the mid-1990s I was part of what is now known as the 

Emerging Church and spent some time traveling the country 
to speak on the emerging church in the emerging culture on a 
team put together by Leadership Network called the Young 
Leader Network. But, I eventually had to distance myself from 
the Emergent stream of the network because friends like 
Brian McLaren and Doug Pagitt began pushing a theological 
agenda that greatly troubled me. Examples include referring 
to God as a chick, questioning God's sovereignty over and 
knowledge of the future, denial of the substitutionary
atonement at the cross, a low view of Scripture, and denial of 
hell which is one hell of a mistake.” – Mark Driscoll



A Solution? 
Liberalism/Modernism  abandons or refuses to hold to historic tenants of 

the faith, sometimes abandons biblical morality,  and is beholden to 
politically correct popular causes.  

Fundamentalism provides a partial solution, but often is unable to see past 
19th century revivalist Protestantism and Modern historicism. 

“Emergent” types correctly diagnose the problems  of the excesses of both 
of the above, but offer no real solution, or question if there is a solution.  
Some are also beholden to “liberal” social causes (see Bell’s wishy-washy 
view of homosexuality).  

Other movements, such as the modern ecumenical movement (not the 
same as the church councils), are variants of the one or more of the 
above.  



Classical Christianity
• Also called “paleo-Orthodoxy” to distinguish it from “neo-Orthodoxy” of 

20th century.  

• Understood to be Orthodoxy proper.  

• Sometimes also called “consensual Christianity.”  

• Based on the Scripture, followed by the consensual teaching of the 
church fathers, especially in the first 700 years (before East-West schism, 
abuses of  certain Middle Ages Popes, etc…)

• St. Vincent of Lerins (400’s) “What is believed everywhere, always and 
by everyone.”  



Classical Christianity
• “By classical Christianity, I mean the Christian consensus of the first 

millennium…it is the faith generally shared by all Christians, especially as 
defined in the crucial early periods of Christian doctrinal  definition.” 
(After Modernity…What?, 37).  

• Figures associated with this movement include Thomas Oden, Marva
Dawn, J.I. Packer, Christopher Hall, and Richard Foster.    

• Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (includes several LCMS 
scholars) , Oden’s “Classic Christianity,” Fellowship of St. James 
(Touchstone), and Manhattan Declaration.   

• Oden’s dream is to “make no new contribution to theology.”  



Classical Christianity
• Emphasizes the first seven true ecumenical councils (Nicea, 

Constantinople, Ephesus, Chalcedon, Constantinople II, Constantinople 
III, Nicea II).  

• Emphasizes the fathers universally admired (Roman, Eastern Orthodox, 
Lutheran, Anglican, Reformed etc…).  Main figures include Augustine, 
Jerome, Gregory the Great (Calvin called him the last good Pope), 
Ambrose, John Chrysostom, Basil the Great, Athanasius, Gregory the 
Theologian, John of Damascus, Hilary of Poitiers, and Leo I (there are 
many more). 

• Affirms traditional biblical morality, the family (see Chrysostom on 
Ephesians), and “living tradition” (as opposed to traditionalism).   





Strengths of Classical Christianity

Avoids being “locked in” to a specific individual, time, or 
culture.  

Recognizes the Spirit’s work in the church through history.  

Avoids Modern Chauvinism.

Easier to distinguish essentials from non-essentials.

Keeps a continuous tradition from the apostles to the 
present (faith handed down).  



Strengths of Classical Christianity

Easier to distinguish when a particular father has a view 
“not received.”  

Involves “lay consent” and congregational affirmation.

While older doesn’t necessarily = “better” (just like newer 
doesn’t = “better”), it is more likely to be reliable 
because it has been tested for a longer amount of time 
and still found to be true.  

Shows some similarity with the canonization process.  



Questions

How does the LCMS do in affirming and teaching the 
classical Christian tradition? 

What could we do better?  

How should this impact our culture and worldview? 

There is a war going on, what are you doing for heaven’s 
sake?  



Personal Info

Email:       aarondhayes@gmail.com

Web/blog: hayesworldview.wordpress.com

Powerpoint/notes will be available on website

mailto:aarondhayes@gmail.com
http://www.hayesworldview.wordpress.com/

