
Martyrs, Kings, and Fathers: The First 700 Years of Christianity 

 Welcome to Church History! It is my honor to facilitate this class, which roughly focuses on the 

time of the Apostles until the deaths of John of Damascus, Bede, and the 7th Ecumenical Council 

recognized by both East and West (Orthodox, Roman Catholics, and many Protestants).  Since some of 

you may be wondering what the purpose of this class is, or why we are doing it at all, I have provided 

some of the rationale for our journey.       

Why Study Church History? 

1. It Encourages Us.  When we observe those who have gone before us in Christ, we can see how 
God cared for and preserved his church by calling forth great teachers, martyrs, and even 
Emperors to proclaim the gospel, arrive at orthodox doctrine, and give glory to God.  It also 
provides us with examples of how to faithfully live our lives for Christ and his church, especially 
as our Western world increasingly abandons the Christian worldview.  Some of our forbearers of 
the faith faced some of the same difficulties we face today.  
 

2. It Helps Us Appreciate and Interpret the Scriptures.  While as Lutheran/Evangelical Christians we 
confess Scripture as the ultimate authority, we also acknowledge that those who lived closest to 
the Apostles and Christ, those who gathered and canonized the Scriptures, and those who have 
been received as authoritative in the universal church are worthy to examine and listen to when 
it comes to the teachings in and of the church.  In fact, during the Reformation, Luther, 
Melanchthon, and the other Reformers quoted Augustine, Ambrose, John Chrysostom, and 
many others, even in places like the Augsburg Confession!  
 
  

3. It Helps Us Worship.  Huge portions of our Divine Service and other Liturgies have their origin 
during this time, such as the Creeds, certain Hymns, the order of service etc…Learning how 
these came about allows us to appreciate them more, and it connects us with those who have 
gone before us.  This gives us a good “grounding” when many people today try to invent their 
own theologies and worship because of hyper-individualism (millions of little popes).  In this 
sense, it also humbles us and causes us to realize our place.   

 
While there are some other reasons as well (it is just flat out interesting!), I hope this allows you to 

see how this can be a rewarding experience.  It is my desire that I can get out of the way and let those 
who have gone before us speak!                                  
 
Soli Deo Gloria!  
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