
Apologetics 101 

 

“Why Every Christian Needs an 
apologetic.”   



The Scriptural Mandate 

• 1 Peter 3:15  
 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 

always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect…(ESV) 

 
     But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and 

always be ready to give a defense to everyone 
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 
with meekness and fear; (NKJV) 
 



“Defense” is from the Greek word ‘apologian.’ 

 

Defined: “Well-reasoned defense” or “legal 
argument” 

 

It does not say “sometimes,” and is an imperative, 
meaning it is a command.    

 

 

It does not mean you are sorry to be a 

Christian! 



Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 3:12-26.    
St. Peter uses an apologetic. 
v.15, ‘”We are witnesses…” 
vs.22-23 He uses Prophecy 
 
Acts  17:22-32.    
St. Paul uses a “cultural” or “philosophical” 

apologetic.   
He uses History, Science, Anthropology, and 

rhetoric.      



What do they not say? 

• “I used to smoke, drink, chew tobacco, swear, 
sleep around, and get in fights, but now that I 
have Jesus in my heart, I don’t do these things 
anymore.” 

 

 

 



What are We Destroying? 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5  

• “4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of 
the flesh but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and 
every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought 
captive to obey Christ,” 

 

• How are we doing with this?  

 



Knowledge in Scripture 

• Hosea 4:6 

 “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge; 
     because you have rejected knowledge, 
    I reject you from being a priest to me. 
And since you have forgotten the law of 
your God, 
     I also will forget your children.” 



Knowledge in Scripture 

Isaiah 5:13 

“Therefore my people go into exile 
     for lack of knowledge; 
their honored men go hungry, 
    and their multitude is parched 
with thirst.” 



What if someone asked? 

Didn’t Paul just have a conversion disorder? 

Where did Cain get his wife? 

Why do we only have 66 books? 

Do I and II Peter have different authors? 

Christianity is just a copycat religion? 

 

      Would you be able to answer? 



Why is this Needed? 

• 69-94 percent of young people leave the church after 
high school. 
 

• 33 percent say the church will play a part in their lives. 
 

• Many who leave the church decide to do so in junior 
high. 
 

• Only 9 Percent of Christians have a complete Biblical 
worldview  (Barna-2003).   

 

   



The Next Generation 

• 200 percent more likely to steal 

• 225 percent more likely to be angry with life 

• 300 percent more likely to abuse drugs 

• 600 percent more likely to attempt suicide   

 

• 31 times more likely to believe cohabitation is moral 

• 15 times more likely to accept homosexual behavior 

• 12 times more likely to accept profanity 

• 11 times more likely to say adultery is morally 
acceptable. 



The Next Generation 

1900: 27 Churches for every 10,000 

1985: 12 Churches for every 10,000 

2011: 8 Churches for every 10,000 

 

Where did the churches go?   

 

“All of which goes a long way toward saying that St. 
Jakobus Church is an excellent case study in how to adapt 
abandoned churches -- which litter Holland, yes, but 
much of Europe, too -- for the secular age…”- blog 



• Even with the proliferation of Bibles today, Christians are reading 
their Bibles less and less. I believe the evangelical church has only 
50 years of life left...because of marginalization of the Word of God. 
We need another Reformation! The enemy of the 
gospel now is not religious hierarchy but moral 
anarchy, not tradition but entertainment. The enemy 
of the gospel is Protestantism run amuck; it is an 
anti-intellectual, anti-knowledge, feel-good faith that 
has no content and no convictions. Part of the communal 
repentance that is needed is a repentance about the text. And even 
more importantly, there must be a repentance with regard to Christ 
our Lord. Just as the Bible has been marginalized, Jesus Christ has 
been ‘buddy-ized.’ His transcendence and majesty are only winked 
at, as we turn him into the genie in the bottle, beseeching God for 
more conveniences, more luxury, less hassle, and a life without 
worries or lack of comfort. He no longer wears the face that the 
apostles recognized. ... The God we worship today no longer 
resembles the God of the Bible. Unless we return to him through a 
reading and digesting of the scriptures—through a commitment to 
the text, the evangelical church will become irrelevant, useless, 
dead.----Dr. Daniel Wallace.   



• Finally, the 21st century Apologist needs to take 
Apologetics far more seriously. He needs to 
incorporate Apologetics into every aspect of his or 
her ministry: every sermon, every class, every 
evangelistic activity. We have woefully neglected 
our responsibility to train our young people in the 
solid case for Christianity, and then we wonder 
why they depart from the faith under the influence 
of secular university instruction. We give our 
parishioners and our missionaries no foundation 
in the defense of the faith, and then wonder why 
our evangelistic efforts show so little fruit in a 
world where people have long moved beyond 
accepting something just because someone else 
believes it.---John Montgomery 



Three Most Common Types of 
Apologetics 

Evidential Apologetics 

• Often associated with proving actual historical 
events, such as the resurrection, using 
artifacts, documents, eye-witness accounts 
etc… 

• Can also use legal arguments; in other words, 
when presented in a court of law, the best 
explanation would be the resurrection.  



Three Most Common Types of 
Apologetics 

Philosophical Apologetics 

 

• Mostly concerned with arguing for the 
existence of God.     

• Uses concepts such as morals, order, design, 
and the laws of nature to point towards a 
creator. 



Three Most Common Types of 
Apologetics 

Presuppositional Apologetics 

 

• Stars with “axioms” or self-evidently true 
assumptions about the nature of the universe, 
in our case, based on God’s revelation. 

• Says we all have the same evidence, but our 
presuppositions inform how we interpret the 
evidence and fit it into a worldview.   
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