
          Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 

1. Universally Admired 

a. Called St. Augustine, the Blessed Augustine, St. Augustine the Blessed, etc… 

b. Honored on August 28th (Lutherans, Anglicans, Roman Catholics), and June 15th in the 

Eastern Churches.   

c. Considered the greatest figure in Western Theology for 1,000 years.  Almost all medieval 

and early Reformation theology owes something to Augustine.  Luther was an Augustinian 

Monk, and the Calvinist system owes much to him.   

d. One of the few writers from Antiquity from which we have a huge amount of work that is 

well-attested.   

2. Early Life and Influences 

a. Born in Tagaste, part of Roman Africa, now present day Algeria.  He most likely was of 

Berber, Roman, and perhaps others, but was very much “Latinized.”  His father was a pagan, 

and his mother was a devout prayer-warrior Christian, named Monica.   

b. His father seems to have been a bit hot-tempered and hostile to the faith, but Augustine 

seems to indicate his father eventually converted late in life. However, his initial hostility 

caused him to forbid the baptizing of Augustine or his siblings, which caused his mother 

great grief, and inhibited any sort of Christian education.     

c. By the time of his teens, he was seen as enormously gifted, lazy (his own words) and living a 

licentious lifestyle.  He and his friends were known for bragging about their conquests of 

women, and Augustine said his prayer was “Give me chastity and continence, but not yet.”  

He would begin an affair that was seen as a common law marriage, and had a son he greatly 

cared for.   He would also take a mistress on his travels.     

d. Augustine at first fell into the Manichaean religion, which focused on sort of cosmic dualism, 

and was popular in places like Persia, but would abandon it and study neo-Platonic 

philosophy.  

e. After starting a school of rhetoric in Carthage, he would leave for Rome, in both cases being 

discouraged by the quality of the students.  A friend got Augustine the post of Imperial 

teacher of Rhetoric in Milan, one of the highest academic positions in the entire Empire.   

f. While in Milan, his mother Monica joined him there, continuing to pray for him and 

influence him towards Christianity.  With this influence “at home,” he then became 

acquainted with Ambrose, bishop of Milan, who was just as gifted and schooled as he was, 

and was an orthodox Christian.   Augustine then started to have a personal spiritual crisis.  

3. Conversion of Augustine 

a. While contemplating how incapable he was of pleasing God, reading about the desert 

monks, and weeping from despair, he hears a child say “take up and read.”  He reads the 

book of Romans, especially about putting on Christ (Chapter 13) and from that point on 

dedicates himself to the Christian faith.  He is baptized by Ambrose, and the two compose 

the Te Deum hymn for the occasion, still sung in the church today.   



b.  He then forsook his mistress, and and his son would follow him into the faith.  Knowing his 

past weaknesses with lust, he became celibate to dedicate himself to God, and was 

eventually ordained the Bishop of Hippo, close to his hometown.   

c. After selling all that he had (except a house he devoted to semi-monastic types), he became 

famous for his sermons, and for combating the Manichaean religion he used to hold to.  

4. Saint Augustine 

a. As Bishop of Hippo for over 30 years, Augustine was always concerned with being a Pastor, 

and making sure his congregation persevered in the faith, constantly fighting heresies, and 

writing to the church at large.  Over 350 sermons survive, which demonstrate his concern 

for his flock.   

b. His contemporaries admired his ability to eat a simple diet, stay on task, be frugal with 

church finances, give himself to study, and lead a life beyond reproach.   

c. His theological and philosophical (always mixed together, philosophy serves theology) works 

were enormously influential, and influence many Christians to this day.  In particular, his 

writings on Original Sin, Grace, Baptism, Predestination, the problem of Evil, and his 

commentaries on Scripture  are emphasized.   

d. His “Confessions” a spiritual autobiography is a classic of the western world, and 

demonstrates the power of God winning over a gifted man.  His “City of God,” would 

dominate the idea of politics and the church for over 1,000 years, and was a response to 

those who argued that Rome fell because they abandoned paganism.   His work on the 

Trinity was also important, and probably is one of the sources of our “Athanasian Creed.”   

e. The two heresies he combated the most were Donatism, and Pelagianism.  Donatism was a 

schismatic movement that demanded absolute purity from those performing the 

sacraments.  Pelagianism argued that man could achieve perfection by his own nature, and 

that he wasn’t born sinful or doomed.  While at times “butting heads” with his fellow church 

father Jerome, the latter used Augustine regularly when combating Pelagianism. 

f. He died with Psalms of repentance hung from his walls, and with the Arian Vandals at the 

city gates.  He was venerated as a saint in the west very soon after his death.   

Major Works 
Confessions 
The Trinity 
City of God 
On Free Choice 
Sermons 
Commentaries 
On Christian Doctrine     
 
“And so the power is conquered in the name of him who assumed human nature and whose life 

was without sin, so that in him, who was both priest and sacrifice, remission of sins might be 

effected…through whom we are purified from our sins and reconciled to God. For it is only sins 

that separate men from God; and in this life purification from sins is not effected by our merit, 

but by the compassion of God, through his indulgence, not through our power…-St. Augustine, 

City of God, X, Chapter 22 


