
Apologetics 101 

 

The Crusades 

 



The Popular Modernist View 
• Made popular by anti-Christian writers such as 

Voltaire, Hume, Gibbon, and others, who wished 
to cast the established church in the worst 
possible light. 

• Some Evangelicals/Protestants jumped on this as 
a way to criticize the Roman church in polemical 
battles.   

• The view is so widespread it is one of the most 
common ways of trying to denigrate the church 
today, even by those who know very little about 
Christianity and medieval history.   

• Adopted by Arab and Muslim nationalists in the 
19th and 20th centuries as a polemic against the 
west.       



The Popular Modernist View 

• Made popular by Steven Runciman in his A 
History of the Crusades (1951-1954).  

• Also the view of liberal and syncretistic 
religion writer Karen Armstrong in Holy War: 
The Crusades and Their Impact…(1988).   

• Amin Maalouf’s “The Crusades Through Arab 
Eyes” takes the Enlightenment view and 
imposes it on the past with an eastern twist. 







Voltaire 

   “(The Crusades) were an epidemic of fury which 

lasted for two hundred years and which was always 

marked by every cruelty, every perfidy, every 

debauchery and every folly of which human nature 

is capable.” 

Voltaire, 1694-1778 



Hume 

  “…the most signal and most durable monument to 

human folly that has yet appeared in any age or 
nation.”   
 
 

David Hume, 1711-1776 



Diderot  
   “…a time of the deepest darkness and of the 

greatest folly…to drag a significant part of the world 

into a unhappy little country in order to cut the 

inhabitants’ throats and seize a rocky peak which 

was not worth one drop of blood.”   

Denis Diderot, 1713-1784 



Lutheran Historian Johann Mosheim 

    “The Roman pontiffs and the European princes were 

engaged at first in these crusades by a principle of 

superstition only, but when in the process of time they 

learnt by experience that these holy wars contributed much 

to increase their opulence and to extend their 

authority….ambition and avarice seconded and enforced 

the dictates of fanaticism and superstition.”  

Johann von Mosheim, 1693-1755 



Edward Gibbon 

   “(The Crusaders went) for mines of treasures, of 

gold and diamonds, of palaces of marble and 

jasper, and of odoriferous groves of cinnamon and 
frankincense.”   
 
 
 

Edward Gibbon, 1737-1794 



The Popular Modernist View 
  “The Crusades are generally portrayed as a series of 

holy wars against Islam led by power-mad popes 

and fought by religious fanatics. They are supposed 

to have been the epitome of self-righteousness and 

intolerance, a black stain on the history of the 

Catholic Church in particular and Western 

civilization in general. A breed of proto-imperialists, 

the Crusaders introduced Western aggression to 

the peaceful Middle East and then deformed the 
enlightened Muslim culture, leaving it in ruins… 



The Popular Modernist View 
    “…For variations on this theme, one need not look 

far. See, for example, Steven Runciman's famous 

three-volume epic, History of the Crusades, or the 

BBC/A&E documentary, The Crusades, hosted by 

Terry Jones. Both are terrible history yet wonderfully 
entertaining.” Madden, Real History of the Crusades 

     So What Happened?  



Muslim Conquests 

• Islam founded in the early 7th century by 
Mohammed (dies in 632).   

• Before his death, Mohammed had united the 
Arab tribes and gathered a large enough force 
to expand. 

• By the time he died, traditional Arab raids in 
to Byzantine Syria and Persia were taking 
place.   



Muslim Conquests 

• Christianity at this point was the religion of most 
of Northern Africa, much of Europe, Asia Minor 
(Anatolia), the Mediterranean islands, and the 
Western part of the Middle East.   

• The Byzantines in the East were weakened by 
several costly and destructive wars with Persia, 
which also was still recovering.   

• “Muslims fought for their religion, the prospect of 
booty, and because their friends and fellow 
tribesman were doing it.” – Hugh Kennedy 

 

 



Muslim Conquests 

• First to fall to the Muslim armies was Syria (636), 
with Damascus becoming the capital of the new 
Islamic Empire.   

• Israel and the surrounding area fell soon after, 
with Jerusalem surrendering in 638.   

• Persia is defeated by the 640’s, as is Byzantine 
Egypt.   

• 3 of the early centers of Christianity (Alexandria, 
Antioch, Jerusalem) were under Islamic rule by 
this point.   



Muslim Conquests 

• After a civil war (Sunni vs. Shiite), Muslims 
moved across Christian North Africa in the 
670’s, eventually destroying the ancient city of 
Carthage and killing most of the inhabitants.   

• In 711, Muslims from Morocco cross into 
Spain via the rock of Gibraltar.  In 7 Years, 
Spain is almost completely Moorish.   

• After taking most of Sicily and Southern Italy 
in the 800’s, Rome is sacked twice, with 
Muslim rule continuing for 200 years.   



Muslim Conquests 
• Virtually all of the Mediterranean Islands fall: 

Cyprus (653), Rhodes (672), Sardinia (809), 
Majorca (818), Crete (824), Malta (835).  

• In 732, Muslim forces advance into the heart 
of France, finally being halted at the Battle of 
Tours (or Poitiers) by Charles Martel and the 
Franks, who drove them back into Spain.   

• Considered one of the most important battles 
in all of history, with many historians believing 
that had the West lost, the Koran would be 
taught at Oxford, and Arabic spoken in 
America.   



Tomb of Charles Martel 



Muslim Conquests 

• The Muslims were also halted at 
Constantinople in the early 700’s by “Greek 
Fire,” suffering a major defeat in 717.  Some 
historians consider this as important as 
Martel’s victory in France in regards to the fate 
of the West.  

 



Greek Fire 





Muslim Conquests 
• Eventually The Franks and Spanish begin to push 

the Muslims further South in Spain, with “El Cid” 
leading the way.  So much so that by the 1090’s, a 
good portion of Spain was back in Christian 
hands.   

• The Byzantines and later the Normans would take 
back Sicily and Southern Italy in the 1000’s as 
well.   

• In the East however, a new group, the Turks, 
converts to Islam and extremely militaristic, 
would sweep down from southern Asia in the 
Persia, the Middle East, and Anatolia (now 
present-day Turkey), systematically slaughtering 
the inhabitants.   



Muslim Conquests 
• At the Battle of Manzikert (1071), the Turks 

routed the Byzantines, a defeat the many say 
would cause the ultimate death of the Eastern 
Empire.   

• By this point, the Byzantine Empire is reduced 
by the Turks and invading pagan tribes in the 
north to little more than Greece.  

• Knowing that the demise was near, the 
Emperor, Alexius Commenus, decides to ask 
the West for help, writing a letter to Pope 
Urban II.  It was this letter that was the 
“launching point” for the Crusades.  



Byzantium in 565 



Byzantium in 650 



Byzantium in 717 



Byzantium in 867 



Byzantium in the 1090’s 



Dhimmis and Pilgrims 

• Three options: Convert, Die, or Dhimmi status 
(the latter especially for Christians and Jews).  

• Conquered Christians given “dhimmi” status.   

• Cannot evangelize, cannot build or repair 
churches, cannot read the Scriptures out loud 
(in case a Muslim might hear), must pay a 
huge tax, wear a mark/clothing to humiliate, 
and usually not protected legally from abuse.   



Dhimmis and Pilgrims 

• Must allow their children to convert to Islam, 
must allow Mosques to be built on old 
churches, etc… 

• Leaving Islam for the dhimmi religions is 
death. 

• This was the “normal” situation. At times it 
was far worse.   



Dhimmis and Pilgrims 

• Very early on in the church, the places that Christ 
and the saints walked, touched, etc…were 
enormously important for Christians. 

• Jerusalem became a natural place of pilgrimage 
as the “Holy City,” and pilgrimages were quite 
common.   

• At first under the Arab Muslims, this was allowed 
to continue (especially since it was lucrative 
business). However, later under the Arabs, and 
especially the Turks, pilgrims were being 
massacred and abused regularly, with only well-
armed groups getting through to Jerusalem.   



Dhimmis and Pilgrims 
• The Church of the Holy Sepluchre (Tomb of 

Christ) was desecrated, as were several other 
holy places in Jerusalem. 

• Similar desecrations occurred in other ancient 
Christian cities such as Antioch, Alexandria, 
and the cities of Anatolia.   

• The threat to Christians in the East, the killing 
and harassing of pilgrims, dhimmi status, and 
the desecration of the places and relics of 
Christ and the Apostles led to the Crusades.   







The Crusades were a Defensive War! 

   “So what is the truth about the Crusades? 
Scholars are still working some of that out. But 
much can already be said with certainty. For 
starters, the Crusades to the East were in 
every way defensive wars. They were a direct 
response to Muslim aggression—an attempt 
to turn back or defend against Muslim 
conquests of Christian lands….” 



The Crusades were a Defensive War! 

    “… Christians in the eleventh century were not 
paranoid fanatics. Muslims really were 
gunning for them. While Muslims can be 
peaceful, Islam was born in war and grew the 
same way. From the time of Mohammed, the 
means of Muslim expansion was always the 
sword…” 



The Crusades were a Defensive War! 

    “…Muslim thought divides the world into two 
spheres, the Abode of Islam and the Abode of 
War. Christianity—and for that matter any 
other non-Muslim religion—has no abode. 
Christians and Jews can be tolerated within a 
Muslim state under Muslim rule. But, in 
traditional Islam, Christian and Jewish states 
must be destroyed and their lands 
conquered.” Madden, Real History 

 



Personal Info 

Email:       aarondhayes@gmail.com 
 
Web/blog: hayesworldview.wordpress.com 
 
 

Powerpoint/notes will be available on website 
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