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The Greco-Roman World 

• Massive amounts of Hellenization has taken 
place.   

• Due to Alexander the Great and his 
successors promotion of Greek culture. 

• Alexander’s empire falls apart, but his legacy 
remains.   

• Eventually Rome, while natively Latin, adopts 
Greek culture, religion, etc…makes it their 
own.   



Lingua Franca 

• Because of its widespread use, Greek 
becomes the common tongue for virtually 
everyone.  (like French in the 17th-19th 
centuries, English from then on).   

• Spoken by the educated Romans, tradesman, 
teachers, philosophers, and a good portion of 
the Jewish Diaspora.   

• The Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
the Septuagint, is a result (LXX).   



Septuagint 
• The translation used in the New Testament 

by Christ and the Apostles.   

• Because of this, some early church fathers 
consider it divinely inspired (Jerome and 
Augustine debate this).  

• LXX because of the legend of 70 independent 
translators coming up with a match.   

• Still the preferred O.T. for the Eastern 
Orthodox, and for Greek-speaking liturgy.   

• Still consulted in modern western 
translations.    

 



Pax Romana 

• Time of relative political and economic 
stability due to the administrative skill of 
Rome.   

• While certain groups (such as the Jews) were 
oppressed, the overall picture is fairly stable. 

• About 27 B.C. to 170’s-180’s).   

• Culture and Philosophy allowed to develop 
and prosper.   

• Most military action outside the borders.     





Religion 

• Syncretism the name of the game.   

• All the conquered people’s gods added to the 
Roman pantheon (which were originally 
Greek…Jupiter=Zeus, Mercury=Hermes etc…) 

• Egyptian and “exotic” mystery religions very 
popular (Isis, Mithras etc…).   

• More temples to Isis in Rome than Jupiter.  

• The Roman Emperor given divinity status to 
unify the state…acknowledge this, and do 
whatever you want!     



Philosophy 

• Built off of Greek models.   

• Stoicism and Platonism (and later neo-
Platonism) are somewhat more friendly to 
the Juedo-Christian worldview.   

• This lays down a “point of contact” for 
apologetic efforts (St. Paul, Justin Martyr, 
Clement of Alexandria etc…).   

• Some say that God reveals himself through 
philosophy for the Greeks as the Law did to 
the Jews.  All truth is God’s truth!   



State of Judaism 

• Over 24 identifiable sects!   

• Only a handful do we know much about.   

• Pharisees, Sadducees, Essences, Zealots, 
Hellenists.   

• Herod’s expansion of the 2nd Temple the 
center of worship.   

• The prophecies of the Messiah, apocalyptic 
literature, and political turmoil all play a roll.   



Pharisees 

• Party of the people and the Law.  

• Tried to apply the Law to every conceivable 
situation.  These applications became the 
Law itself, or at least part of it (legalism).     

• Believed in the Resurrection of the dead and 
the Final Judgment.   

• Creators of the synagogues.   

• Very powerful in a “populist sense.”   

 



Sadducees 

• Party of the priests and Jewish aristocracy.   

• Denied the Resurrection of the dead and the 
final judgment.   

• Ran the Temple.   

• Controlled the banking, commerce, and 
currency among other things. This created 
problems in the temple (Christ and the 
moneychangers).   

• Basically the de facto Jewish city-government 
under the Herods and Romans (friendlier to 
both).     

 



Essenes 
• Semi-monastic and ascetical group.   

• Tried to remove themselves from society to live 
out the law free from foreign and worldly 
influence.   

• Rigid and vigorous community rules to ensure 
purity and personal holiness.   

• Some revisionist scholars try to claim Jesus was 
Essene since he never married (an occasional 
feature of the group).   

• Probably the source of the famous Dead Sea 
Scrolls found near Qumran (notice the desert 
setting).   



Zealots 

• Resistance group that used a variety of 
means to try and undermine Roman rule, and 
for Israeli independence.   

• Sometimes used terrorism and assassination 
to achieve goals.    

• One group known as the “daggers” because 
of their preferred method of assassination in 
a crowd.    

• This group the prime instigators for the 
Roman destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D.   



Hellenists  

• Group of Jews (sometimes also Sadducees) who 
had adopted Greek culture and language almost 
completely.  Forgot Hebrew.   

• Some may have adopted pagan customs, but 
most did not.   

• Big target for the zealots.   

• Some used Greek philosophy to such an extent 
(Philo of Alexandria) that God becomes deistic.   

• Hellenist synagogues found all over the Roman 
Empire, becoming early targets for Christian 
missionaries.   

 



So… 

• Common language to preach the Gospel.  
  

• Huge Jewish expectations for the coming of 
Christ.   
 

• Relative political and economic stability to 
allow such a message to spread.   
 

• Some philosophies open to the Gospel 
message due to common thoughts or 
openness to monotheism. 



Galatians 4:4-5 

 “4 But when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5  to redeem 
those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.” 
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