
Martyrs, Kings, and Fathers 

 

Why and What… 



For Encouragement 

• Seeing how God preserved his church is 
inspiring.   

• Watching teachers, martyrs, pastors, bishops, 
and even Emperors proclaim the faith builds 
us up.   

• Seeing how God helped the church arrive at 
orthodox doctrine in spite of a myriad of 
challenges and threats is amazing.   

• All of this gives us examples of how to live as 
Christians as the West declines.   



Appreciating and Interpreting 
Scripture 

• If Scripture is our final authority, should we 
not listen to those who canonized Scripture?  

• The Lutheran confessions quote Augustine, 
Ambrose, John Chrysostom, and many many 
more!  

• Church history is a history of exegesis 
(reading out of the text).   

• The classical Christian consensus (universally 
received) helps prevent error and keep us 
grounded.   





Worship 

• Knowing the “where and why” behind the 
creeds and liturgy gives us an appreciation of 
why they are important.   

• It connects us with those who have gone 
before us in the faith, who are still alive in 
Christ (Think of Holy Communion)!   

• Prevents innovation for innovation’s sake.   

• Helps us worship without becoming “millions 
of little popes.”  Puts us in our place.   



Worship 

“Tradition is the living faith of 

the dead.  Traditionalism is the 

dead faith of the living.”   

 

     - Jaroslav Pelikan 



Parameters 

From the book of Acts until the following: 

    

    a. Bede the Venerable in the West (d. 735) 

    b. John of Damascus in the East (d. 749)  

    c. 7th Ecumenical Council (787)   

 

First 700 years is a round number (roughly 30’s 
A.D. to 787 A.D.)   

 



Bede The Venerable (d.735) 



John of Damascus (d.749) 



Site of the 7th Council (Nicea II, 787) 



Parameters 

• Christendom still united for the most part 

• John and Bede universally recognized as 
saints by Romans, Anglicans, Lutherans, 
Eastern Orthodox etc… 

• Cultural and theological disagreements 
between east and west start to come to the 
fore in the 800’s (eventually leading to schism 
in the 1000’s-1200’s)   



Consider… 

• Luther wanted to reform the church back to 
the 800’s or so.  

• Modern Christianity has hundreds, if not 
thousands of so-called “denominations” (This 
can be greatly exaggerated however). 

• As the Western world in particular abandons 
the classical Christian heritage of the West, 
the common heritage of orthodox Christians 
everywhere becomes increasingly important.     

 



Consider… 

The major parts of our liturgy dates from this era: 

 
a. Kyrie (Consolidated from Scripture, 100’s) 

    b. Gloria (200-300’s) 

    c.  Credo (325 and 381, Nicene Creed) 

    d. Sanctus (Scripture, found as early as the 
100’s)   

    e. Angus Dei (Scripture, formalized in 687) 

 

The Three ecumenical Creeds do as well (Apostle’s, 
100’s, Nicea 325 (381), Athanasian, 400’s).   
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