
Martyrs, Kings, and Fathers 

 

Heretics and Apologists 



Pagan Attacks 

• Christians accused of cannibalism, due to the 
doctrine of Holy Communion.  There was even 
rumors that new Christians ate the flesh of 
infants baked in the bread!   

• Christians accused on incest, since everyone was 
a “brother” or “sister,” and the pagan imagination 
went wild on this one.   

• Accused of “atheism” because the Christian God 
isn’t visible. 

• Accused of overall sedition and malcontent, 
because of their refusal to worship the Emperor.    
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Justin Martyr (c.100-c.165) 

• Raised a pagan in the Middle East, with a 
classical education, and experiments in Stoic, 
Pythagorean, and Platonic philosophy.   

• Unsatisfied, he is led to Christ by a local 
Christian who talks about the Old Testament 
and the doctrine of God in general.   

• He then travels as a philosopher, teaching 
that Christianity is the “true philosophy,” 
especially emphasizing the doctrine of the 
logos.   



Justin Martyr (c.100-c.165) 

• Suffers martyrdom when he sets up a school 
in Rome and pagan rivals accuse him in front 
of the authorities.   

• Major works include: 
1st Apology 
2nd Apology 
Dialogue with Typho the Jew 
Discourse to the Greeks 



Gnosticism 

• From the Greek word “gnosis” meaning 
knowledge.   

• No single Gnostic system, but rather, 
multiple systems based on a general 
worldview. 

• Origins are somewhat obscure, but Greek 
philosophy, eastern mystery religions, 
along with some Judeo-Christian 
influence all possible.     

 



Gnosticism 

• Dualism, especially matter vs. spiritual, 
soul vs. body etc… 

• The goal of life is “salvation,” which 
means liberation from the world of 
matter.   

• Matter is inherently evil.   

• Humans are in a state of exile, 
imprisoned in bodies, needing liberation.   



Gnosticism 

• The ultimate transcendent one only intended 
for a spiritual realm to be created.    

• Lesser demi-gods called “eons” or “ogdoads” 
erred in creating the material world.  Some 
even call the material world an “abortion.”   

•  We need a messenger to give us secret 
knowledge on how to escape the material 
world, hence, Jesus for the “Christian” 
gnostics.   



Gnosticism 

• All of us have “sparks” or “specks” of the 
divine still left in us, all we need is a 
messenger to awaken us.   

• Some of the other “eons” are jealous and 
try to keep us down, but we know the 
secret password or knowledge to get 
through them in the spiritual plane.   

• This knowledge was passed by Jesus to 
one of his disciples secretly.   
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Gnosticism 

• This caused many to try and write secret 
scriptures, such as the Gospel of Thomas, 
Gospel of Philip, Apocryphon of James 
etc… 

• All of these date (with maybe one 
exception) to much later than the New 
Testament.   

• Only in modern times have these even 
been taken seriously.   



Valentinus (c.135-165) 

• Wrote his own Gospel called “The Gospel of 
Truth.” 

• Seems to have done so after trying to use the 
church for personal gain and being rejected as 
a bishop, so he leaves… 

• Based in Rome, his followers would stick 
around and harass the church for about 200 
years or so.   



Basilides (c.117-138) 

• Based in Egypt 

• Denied the Christ suffered and died on the 
Cross. 

• Only appeared to be human.   

• Simon of Cyrene substituted for Christ, who 
laughs at his enemies in heaven.   

• God can only be a “divine spirit” and not unite 
himself to humanity.   



Marcion (c.85-160) 

• Son of a pastor in present-day Turkey.   

• Inherited family wealth, which he donated to 
the church.   

• Goes to Rome, and invents his own canon.   

• Rejects the Old Testament as a “lesser, evil 
creator God,” different than the God of the 
New Testament.   



Marcion (c.85-160) 

• Strips the Gospel of Luke of Jewish elements, 
adds Paul’s letters, and calls it the Bible.   

• Has his own bishops, rites, churches etc… 

• His teachings universally condemned by the 
church and he is excommunicated, with his 
donations returned. 

• His “church” would stick around for a couple 
of centuries, but lost its appeal when Marcion 
dies.     







The Church Responds 

• Apostle’s Creed.  This Creed dates to around 150 
and was made knowing that heretics could not 
confess it.  This started the Creedal/Confessional 
element of the Church in history.   

• The Scriptures.  The Church begins to recognize 
certain N.T. books (the O.T. already accepted) as 
orthodox and authoritative.   

• Apostolic Succession.  This was used against the 
“secret knowledge” idea, as the who suceeded 
the Apostle’s was public knowledge.   

• With the Scriptures, fathers, and the lay people 
consenting, the church and correct doctrine 
could be easily established against the Gnostics 
and heretics.  
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St. Irenaeus 

• Disciple of the martyr St. Polycarp, and he 
often refers to him as the “old presbyter” in 
his writings.   

• Bishop of Lyons, France, after moving from 
Turkey.   

• Considered one of the most important 
Christian writers of the 2nd century, and a 
champion of orthodox Christian thought. 

• Possibly martyred, but no real records survive.   



St. Irenaeus 

• Most famous work is called “Against Heresies,” or 
“On the Detection and Overthrow of the So-Called 
Gnosis.”  

• Using the Scriptures and what he has been taught 
in the church, completely takes Gnostics such as 
Valentinus to task.  

• One of the earliest advocates of the idea of 
“apostolic succession” to demonstrate that the 
true church could trace itself back to Christ 
himself.    

• Still influential on theology today.   



Tertullian (c.160-225) 



Tertullian (c.160-225) 

• Most likely a lawyer by profession.   

• Latin North African, based in Carthage.   

• Probably the most important Latin Christian 
author before Cyprian.   

• Works fill 2 volumes, of which his apologies 
and polemics are the most important.   

• Made a very clear statement of the Trinity in 
Latin. “Tres Personae, Un Substantia.”   



Tertullian (c.160-225) 

• Extremely effective taking on Marcion, the 
Gnostics, and the pagans.   

• Would later join the Monatanists, an early 
charismatic/Pentecostal movement. 

• This group claimed that the Holy Spirit was giving 
them new revelation, almost on par with the 
Scriptures, or their interpretation.   

• This move late in life caused him to not be 
sainted by the church.    

• Still enormously influential and helpful, and 
should be (and is) read by Christians today.   



Clement of Alexandria (c.150-c.215) 

Saint in the Eastern Churches 
and some Anglican Churches. 



Clement of Alexandria (c.150-c.215) 

• Head of the Catechetical School of Alexandria, 
a sort of philosophy and Bible institute.   

• Born in Athens and received a classical 
education, being well acquainted with 
philosophy.   

• Tried to demonstrate that “all truth is God’s 
truth” and that God had revealed himself 
through philosophy to the Greeks, like the Law 
for the Hebrews.   



Clement of Alexandria (c.150-c.215) 

• Greek philosophy is truly fulfilled in the 
person of Christ.  

• Clement uses a form of “allegorical” 
interpretation to arrive at many of his 
conclusions.   

• The literal isn’t ignored, but considered only 
“surface level.”   

• His speculations and merging of philosophy 
with the faith mean he is respected as a 
Church father with some caveats.    



Clement of Alexandria (c.150-c.215) 

• Most famous work his trilogy. 
Exhortation (Protrepticus) 
Tutor  (Paedagogus) 
Miscellanies (Stromata) 

• Several other works only exist in fragments.   

• Also the teacher of the scholar Origen, one of 
the most controversial and brilliant men in the 
ancient world. 
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